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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 3, 4, 5, 7, 19, 25, 27, and 29 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
unpatentable by Colas et al. (EP 0955347). 

Colas et al. teach a method of adhering a silicone gel to a substrate, comprising 
the steps of (abstract): 

forming a layer of a silicone gel on a sheet (paragraphs 0028); 

treating the silicone gel with a precursor of titanate, platinum, or Si--H containing 
siloxanes (paragraphs 0016); 

applying the silicone gel to a carrier (paragraph 0028); 

removing the sheet from the silicone gel (paragraph 0028); and 

applying the silicone gel to a substrate to which the silicone gel is adhered to 
(abstract; paragraph 0015). 

With respect to claims 3 and 7, Colas et al. teach using a carrier or prosthesis of 
various types of plastic films, such as polyurethanes or silicones (paragraph 0012). 

With respect to claim 4, Colas et al. teach using a prosthesis (i.e. carrier) of 
various materials, such as breast prosthesis, incontinence devices, pouches, tubes and 
other devices (Colas: paragraph 0037; Applicant's specification: paragraph 0017). 
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With respect to claim 5, Colas et al. teach applying a silicon gel layer with a 
thickness in the range of 0.2 mm to 5 mm (paragraph 0023). 

With respect to claim 25, Colas et al. teach applying silicone gel with a tack in the 
range of 50 and 500 g. (paragraph 0024) 

With respect to claims 27 and 29, Colas et al. teach applying a precursor, diluted 
in an organic solvent or silicone, by dipping, spraying, and other various methods 
(paragraphs 0031 and 0032). 

3. Claims 20-24, 26, 28, and 30 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being 
unpatentable by Colas et al. (EP 0955347). 

Colas et al. teach a method of adhering a silicone gel to a substrate, comprising 
the steps of (abstract): 

forming a layer of a silicone gel on a sheet (paragraphs 0028); 

treating a carrier by casting a precursor of titanate, platinum, or Si-H containing 
siloxanes (paragraphs 0016 and 0028); 

applying the silicone gel on the sheet to a carrier (paragraph 0038); 

removing the sheet from the silicone gel (paragraph 0028); and 

applying the silicone gel to a substrate to which the silicone gel is adhered to 
(abstract; paragraph 0015). 

With respect to claims 21 and 24, Colas et al. teach using a carrier or prosthesis 
of various types of plastic films, such as polyurethanes or silicones (paragraph 0012). 
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With respect to claim 22, Colas et al. teach using a prosthesis (i.e. carrier) of 
various materials, such as breast prosthesis, incontinence devices, pouches, tubes and 
other devices (Colas: paragraph 0037; Applicant's specification: paragraph 0017). 

With respect to claim 23, Colas et al. teach applying a silicon gel layer with a 
thickness in the range of 0.2 mm to 5 mm (paragraph 0023). 

With respect to claim 26, Colas et al. teach applying silicone gel with a tack in the 
range of 50 and 500 g. (paragraph 0024) 

With respect to claims 28 and 30, Colas et al. teach applying a precursor, diluted 
in an organic solvent or silicone, by dipping, spraying, and other various methods 
(paragraphs 0031 and 0032). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to SONYA MAZUMDAR whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-601 9. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM - 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Philip Tucker can be reached on (571 ) 272-1 095. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

SM 

/Philip C Tucker/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 1791 



